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in the eighteenth year of his age; a time of life at which
it is more common now to enter the universities, than to
take degrees, but which, according to the modes of educa-
tion then in use, had nothing of remarkable prematurity.
On the 23rd of March following, he was chosen fellow of
the college, which election he considered as a second birth.
Dr. Metcalf, the master of the college, a man, as Ascham
tells us, " meanly learned himself, but no mean encourager
of learning in others," clandestinely promoted his election,
though he openly seemed first to oppose it, and afterwards
to censure it, because Ascham was known to favour the
new opinions; and the master himself was accused of
giving an unjust preference to the northern men, one of
the factions into which this nation was divided, before we
could find any more important reason of dissension, than
that some were born on the northern, and some on the
southern side of Trent. Any cause is sufficient for a quar-
rel ; and the zealots of the north and south lived long in
such animosity, that it was thought necessary at Oxford
to keep them quiet, by choosing one proctor every year
from each.

He seems to have been, hitherto, supported by the bounty
of Wingfield, which his attainment of a fellowship now
freed him from the necessity of receiving. Dependance,
though in those days it was more common and less irk-
some, than in the present state of things, can never have
-been free from discontent; and, therefore, he that was re-
leased from it must always have rejoiced. The danger is>
lest the joy of escaping from the patron may not leave suf-
ficient memory of the benefactor. Of this forgetfulness,
Ascham cannot be accused; for he is recorded to have
preserved the most grateful and affectionate reverence for
Wingfield, and to have never grown weary of recounting
his benefits.

His reputation still increased, and many resorted to his
chamber to hear the Greek writers explained. He was,
likewise, eminent for other accomplishments. By the.ad-
vice of Pember, he had learned to play on musical instru-